Chronic bullous dermatosis of childhood. Immunological and ultrastructural studies on the melanocyte--dermal junction.
Ultrastructural study of a case of benign chronic bullous dermatosis of childhood revealed the presence of melanocytes in the base of the blister. The melanocyte anchorage mechanism is described. The absence of labelling by bullous pemphigoid antibodies on the base of the blister, where melanocytes persist, indicates that the antigens recognized by these autoantibodies do not exist in the melanocyte basal membrane-contact zones. This suggests that the chemical nature of the melanocyte dermal junction anchorage system is different from that of the hemidesmosomes.